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T he cur ren t con f l i ct  in  the ancien t land of  Palest ine, w i th  

Jer usalem  as the revered crown  jewel  of  the th ree Abr aham ic 

f ai ths, goes back to the dar k year s of  W or ld  W ar  1 when  Br i tain  

and Fr ance, two colon ial  power s of  Europe, sowed the seeds of  

in just ice in  Palest ine and the w ider  Ar abian  Pen insu la. Since 

then , and w i th  the uncond i t ional  m or al  and m ater ial  suppor t  

for  I sr ael  f r om  Am er ica, the Palest in ians have been  subjected  

to incom par able d ispossession  and ethn ic cleansing in  thei r  

own  lands. But there are signs that the w inds of  change are 

blow ing in  the land and across the wor ld  in  suppor t  of  a just  

solu t ion  to th is con f l i ct . T h is paper  exp lores the cur ren t state 

of  af f ai r s and poten t ial ly  ef fect ive ways of  br inging just ice for  

Palest in ians.
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O nce again , the 11-day asym m etr ic war  between  I sr ael  and 

H am as in  M ay 20 21 has exposed the glar ingly  

d ispropor t ionate cost  on  both  sides1. Palest in ians suf fered over  

250  deaths includ ing 65 ch i ld ren . San i tat ion  f aci l i t ies and 

other  in f r astr ucture were d isabled  and m ore than  1,80 0  

housing un i ts becam e un f i t  for  l i v ing, w i th  1,0 0 0  com pletely  

destroyed. I sr ael  coun ted 13 deaths includ ing two ch i ld ren . I t  

i s est im ated that som e $10 0 m i l l ion  is needed to rebu i ld 2 the 

dam age to industr y, power  and agr icu l ture in  the al ready 

im pover ished Gaza, wh ich  has been  under  a har sh  I sr ael i  

b lockade for  over  a decade.

I n  om inous signs, I sr ael  has not stopped bu i ld ing i l legal  

set t lem en ts and the I sr ael i  pol i ce has con t inued thei r  host i le 

act ions towards M usl im s in  the Al-Aqsa com pound desp i te the 

ceasef i r e. D ur ing an  I sr ael i  Rabbin ical  L eader s Con ference 

held  in  M ay 20 21, Rabbi  Yi tzhak Yosef , I sr ael?s Sephard ic 

Counting the cost of 
the May 2021 war
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1 https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/palestinians-israelis-count-cost-11-day-fight-2021-05-20/
2 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/21/thousands-of-gazans-return-to-destroyed-homes-after-israel-truce
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Ch ief  Rabbi , r eaf f i r m ed the long-stand ing rel igious ed ict3 that  

p roh ibi ts Jews f rom  en ter ing the Tem ple M oun t (H ar am  

al-Shar i f ). T here is l i t t le sign  in  I sr ael  fo l low ing the respected 

rel igious f igure?s adv ice.

Sad ly, but  unsur pr isingly, Presiden t Biden  has con t inued the 

long-stand ing US tr ad i t ion  of  unwaver ing suppor t  for  I sr ael i  

m i l i tar y  act ion , w i th  no ur gency for  a ceasef i r e. As the feroci ty  

of  the Gaza bom bardm en t escalated  and casual t ies began  to 

m oun t, he suppor ted  the Egyp t ian  brokered ceasef i r e, wh i lst  

p rom ising that h is adm in istr at ion  would  f und the 

rep len ishm en t of  I sr ael?s I ron  D om e defence and wor k w i th  

the Palest in ian  Author i ty  (PA) on  a two-state solu t ion 4. L ike h is 

p redecessor s and thei r  adm in istr at ions, Biden  f ai led  to say 

how he would  address the real i ty  of  absolu te I sr ael i  con trol  

over  Palest ine wh ich  has not on ly  tur ned Gaza in to the lar gest 

open -ai r  p r ison , but has also incapaci tated  the PA and star ved 

them  of  any author i ty. W i th  i ts unpar al leled  m i l i tar y, 

econom ic and d ip lom at ic suppor t  of  the I sr ael i  set t ler  colon ial  

p roject , i t  i s d i f f i cu l t  to see how the US can  be a f ai r  ar bi ter .

N ot iceably, Biden  d id  not d iscuss how Gaza would  be rebu i l t . 

T he r u l ing par ty, H am as, who were dem ocr at ical ly  elected  in  

in ter nat ional ly  accep ted elect ions held  in  20 0 6, i s designated a 

ter ror ist5 by Am er ica and m any of  her  al l ies and have since 

been  boycotted . Un for tunately, the PA?s fai lu re to hold  any 
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3 https://www.forward-thinking.org/?p=6226
4 https://news.sky.com/story/joe-biden-says-two-state-solution-only-route-to-peace-as-israel-hamas-ceasefire- 
holds-12313261
5 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-13331522
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elect ions af ter  20 0 6 has weakened the Palest in ian  leader sh ip . 

I n  20 17, Tony Blai r , the envoy for  the M idd le East quar tet  

(m ade up  of  the US, EU, UN  and Russia), com m en ted that ?he 

and other  wor ld  leader s were wrong to y ield  to I sr ael i  

p ressure to im pose an  im m ediate boycott  of  H am as6.? 

For m er  US Presiden t Jim m y Car ter  ur ged ?sup ine Europe7? 

over  a decade ago to break w i th  the US over  the Gaza 

blockade. I t  i s un for tunate that  som e statesm en  on ly  m uster  

the cour age to speak for  just ice when  they are no longer  in  

of f i ce!

W i th  i ts unpar al led  m i l i tar y, econom ic and d ip lom at ic 

suppor t  of  the I sr ael i  set t ler  colon ial  p roject , i t  i s d i f f i cu l t  to 

see how the US can  be a f ai r  ar bi ter
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6 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/oct/14/tony-blair-hamas-gaza-boycott-wrong
7 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2008/may/26/israelandthepalestinians.usa1
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I t?s wor th  rem ind ing som e reader s how the ancien t holy  lands 

ar r ived at  th is calam i tous posi t ion . T he Jew ish  p resence in  

O ttom an  Palest ine was sm al l  for  cen tur ies, but  in  the 19 th  

cen tur y, when  the O ttom an  em pi re was in  a f lux, Br i tain , 

Fr ance and Russia were tak ing advan tage of  the power  balance 

sh i f t . T he im per ial  hubr is of  colon ial  Br i tain  and Fr ance 

dur ing W or ld  W ar  1 (W W 1) in i t iated  an  incom par able 

in just ice, d iv ision  and anarchy in  the hear t lands of  the Ar ab 

M idd le East. T he m ost glar ing was in  the h istor ic land of  the 

Prophets, Palest ine, w i th  Jer usalem  at the cen tre as one of  the 

m ost revered si tes for  the th ree Abr aham ic f ai ths.

T he af ter m ath  of  the 1916 Sykes-Picot  agreem en t d iv ided the 

region  in to spoi ls af ter  W W 1, w i th  Palest ine f al l ing under  

The seeds of 
injustice spread by 
colonial powers
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Br i t i sh  occupat ion . T he Bal four  D eclar at ion , ensh r ined in  the 

for m  of  a let ter  f r om  the Br i t i sh  foreign  secretar y, Ar thur  

Jam es Bal four , in  N ovem ber  1917 to a leader  of  the 

Anglo-Jew ish  com m un i ty, L ord  L ionel  W alter  Rothsch i ld , 

p rom ising Br i t i sh  suppor t  for  ?the establ ishm en t of  a nat ional  

hom e for  the Jew ish  peop le? in  Palest ine was a glar ing 

exam ple of  the creat ion  of  a set t ler  colon ial  state. T h is sealed  

the f ate of  Palest ine as a batt le ground for  gener at ions to 

com e. W here Jews had l ived  in  peace and har m ony w i th  

M usl im s in  Spain  and O ttom an  ter r i tor ies for  a m i l lenn ium , 

they had sudden ly  becom e enem ies in  Palest ine, thanks to the 

colon ial  ?d iv ide and r u le? pol icies, successfu l  Z ion ist  lobbies on  

both  sides of  the At lan t ic, Ch r ist ian  Z ion ism  and Ar ab 

d isun i ty.

W here Jews had l ived  in  peace and har m ony w i th  M usl im s in  

Spain  and O ttom an  ter r i tor ies for  a m i l lenn ium , they had 

sudden ly  becom e enem ies in  Palest ine, thanks to the colon ial  

?d iv ide and r u le? pol icies
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As w i th  other  crown  dependencies in  the dy ing days of  

colon ial i sm , Br i tain  regarded the European  Z ion ist  set t lem en t 

in  Palest ine as a way of  creat ing a loyal  dom in ion  in  the hear t  

of  the Ar ab wor ld  and extend ing i ts ?m ission  civ i latr i se? over  

non -wh i te peop les. T he abd icat ion  of  any responsibi l i ty  for  

equal i ty  and just ice soon  led  to the f i r st  of  m any Palest in ian  

suf fer ings. T he f i r st  m ass ethn ic cleansing of  Palest ine in  1948 

w i th  the expulsion  of  m ore than  750 ,0 0 0  Palest in ians8 f i l led  

Palest in ian  and M usl im  hear ts w i th  despondency and anger  

and have on ly  am pl i f ied  since. Renowned 

Palest in ian -Am er ican  academ ic, Edward  Said , com m en ted 

that the Bal four  D eclar at ion  was ?m ade by a European  power  

?  about a non -European  ter r i tor y  ?  in  a f lat  d isregard  of  both  

the p resence and w ishes of  the nat ive m ajor i ty  residen t in  that  

ter r i tor y?, eloquen t ly  encapsulat ing the dep th  of  the in just ice.

I nd igenous Palest in ians have faced catastrophe af ter  

catastrophe, whether  i t  be under  the ham m er  of  I sr ael i  

occupat ion , for ced d isp lacem en t, im pr isonm en t or  

hum i l iat ion  in  thei r  dai ly  l i ves th rough  har assm en t at  

checkpoin ts. T he fai lu re of  the Fatah -dom inated PA to obtain  

the t r ust  of  a w ide cross-sect ion  of  Palest in ian  society  has been  

descr ibed by som e as a cr isis of  leader sh ip  and legi t im acy 9.

T he fai lu re to for m  a com m on  p lat for m  to con f ron t I sr ael  has 

not helped the Palest in ian  cause. H am as has i ts own  chal lenges 

8 https://ore.exeter.ac.uk/repository/bitstream/handle/10871/15208/1948%20Ethnic%20Cleansing%20of%20Palestine.pdf;
9 https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2016/01/05/the-palestinian-leadership-crisis/

9

https://ore.exeter.ac.uk/repository/bitstream/handle/10871/15208/1948%20Ethnic%20Cleansing%20of%20Palestine.pdf;
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2016/01/05/the-palestinian-leadership-crisis/


i n  ter m s of  i ts im age in  the W est and also i ts f und ing sources. 

Al though  Gaza suf fer s f r om  the I sr ael i  scorched-ear th  pol icy  

t im e and again , H am as? pol icy of  ind iscr im inate rocket at tacks 

on  I sr ael  i s not seen  posi t ively  by m any of  i ts suppor ter s. 

H owever, desp i te al l  the odds, i t  has in  recen t t im es enhanced 

i ts posi t ion  w i th in  the Palest ine l iber at ion  m ovem en t.

T he I sr ael i  aggression  con t inues to happen  w i th  the 

uncond i t ional  m or al  and m ater ial  suppor t  f r om  Am er ica. 

Bi l l ions of  Am er ican  taxpayer s? dol lar s are given  to I sr ael , 

m ost ly  as long- ter m  m i l i tar y  aid . By purchasing soph ist i cated  

m i l i tar y  equ ipm en t f r om  the US, I sr ael  has developed one of  

the m ost advanced m i l i tar ies in  the wor ld , com plete w i th  

nuclear  weapons in  i ts ar m our y. T he resu l t  i s a com pletely  

one-sided con f l i ct  that  has al lowed the d ispossession  and 

ethn ic cleansing of  a peop le to con t inue unabated. O ver  the 

last  few decades, the US has sh ielded i ts close al ly  f r om  any 

global  cr i t i cism , vetoing at  least  53 UN  Secur i ty  Counci l  

r esolu t ions cr i t i cal  of  I sr ael10 .

Br i tain  and Fr ance m ay no longer  be super power s, but  as 

m ajor  power s w i th  valued d ip lom at ic cap i tal  and econom ic 

lever age, they are in  a posi t ion  to redress the balance. Sad ly, 

not  on ly  have they chosen  to shy away f rom  cor rect ing thei r  

past  w rongs, in  m any p laces they have been  fol low ing an  

in ter ven t ion ist  foreign  pol icy.

10 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/19/a-history-of-the-us-blocking-un-resolutions-against-israel
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T he in ter nat ional  com m un i ty  has been  im poten t in  

suppor t ing just ice for  the Palest in ians, par t i cu lar ly  the UN  

where any at tem pt to redress the con f l i ct  f aces an  Am er ican  

veto for  pol i t i cal  r easons. H owever, such  f lagr an t abuse of  

power  is seen  to be m ak ing Am er ica m ore unpopular  in  m any 

par ts of  the wor ld . W i th  our  wor ld  gr adual ly  becom ing 

m ul t ipolar , there are signs of  changing at t i tudes.

M any in ter nat ional , includ ing I sr ael i , hum an  r igh ts 

or gan isat ions not on ly  agree but voice thei r  op in ion  that the 

status quo of  in just ice and occupat ion  is one that clear ly  m eets 

the def in i t ion  of  apar theid  under  in ter nat ional  law. And these 

voices are on ly  grow ing louder  and clearer .

Israel is 
increasingly seen as 
an apartheid state
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A lead ing hum an  r igh ts group  in  I sr ael , B?Tselem , publ ished a 

repor t  in  ear ly  20 21 t i t led  ?A regime of Jewish supremacy from the 

Jordan River to the M editerranean Sea: T his is apartheid11?. T h is 

repor t  broke an  unwr i t ten  taboo of  com par ing the I sr ael i  

t r eatm en t of  Palest in ians w i th  South  Af r ica?s apar theid  system . 

I n  a 213-page repor t  publ ished a few m on ths later  and t i t led  ?A 

T hreshold Crossed: Israeli Authorities and the Crimes of Apartheid 

and Persecution12?, H um an  Righ ts W atch  (H RW ) exam ined how 

the I sr ael i  gover nm en t has been  m ethod ical ly  p r iv i leging 

Jew ish  I sr ael is wh i le repressing Palest in ians. I sr ael i  author i t ies, 

i t  says, are ?com m i t t ing cr im es against  hum an i ty  includ ing 

apar theid  and per secut ion .?

T h is cal l  i s being notably  echoed f rom  w i th in  I sr ael . O ver  50 0  

I sr ael i  Jews signed an  open  let ter  dem anding in ter nat ional  

in ter ven t ion  against  apar theid 13. I n  a com pel l ing ar t i cle, two 

for m er  I sr ael i  am bassador s to South  Af r ica, I lan  Bar uch  and 

Alon  L iel , w rote how ?the ban tustans of  South  Af r ica under  

the apar theid  regim e and the m ap of  the occup ied  Palest in ian  

ter r i tor ies today are p red icated on  the sam e idea of  

concen tr at ing the ?undesi r able? populat ion  in  as sm al l  an  area 

as possible, in  a ser ies of  non -con t iguous enclaves. By 

gr adual ly  d r iv ing these populat ions f rom  thei r  land and 

concen tr at ing them  in to dense and f r actured pockets, both  

South  Af r ica then  and I sr ael  today wor ked to thwar t  pol i t i cal  

11 https://www.btselem.org/publications/fulltext/202101_this_is_apartheid

12 https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
13 https://jfjfp.com/as-israeli-jews-we-demand-international-intervention-against-apartheid/

https://www.btselem.org/publications/fulltext/202101_this_is_apartheid
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
https://jfjfp.com/as-israeli-jews-we-demand-international-intervention-against-apartheid/


autonom y and tr ue dem ocr acy 14.?

Addi t ional ly  in  20 21, the in ter nat ional  cr im inal  cour t  launched 

an  invest igat ion  in to al leged war  cr im es in  the Palest in ian  

ter r i tor ies15, includ ing the per iod  covered by the 20 14 Gaza 

war. W h i lst  Palest in ians have welcom ed th is rev iew, I sr ael  has 

opposed on  the grounds that i t  m ay poten t ial ly  p lace 

hundreds of  I sr ael is at  r i sk of  p rosecut ion .

T hese m ay be posi t ive signs, but sm al l  com for t  to ord inar y 

Gazans who are l iv ing in  what has been  descr ibed by m any 

hum an i tar ian  bod ies as the wor ld?s lar gest open -ai r  p r ison 16, 

where alm ost 2 m i l l ion  Palest in ians l ive in  abject  pover ty  

beh ind  a r u th less I sr ael i  b lockade. 70 % of  Palest in ians in  Gaza 

are registered as refugees, w i th  m any f rom  fam i l ies who were 

forced to leave thei r  v i l lages in  1948 and other s who have been  

d isp laced since due to the ongoing v iolence and per secut ion . 

I n  h is open ing rem ar ks af ter  the Secur i ty  Counci l  f ai led  to 

com e up  w i th  a ceasef i r e dur ing the 20 21 con f l i ct , cour tesy of  

the US veto, the UN  Secretar y Gener al , An tón io Guter res, said  

?i f  there is a hel l  on  ear th , i t  i s the l ives of  ch i ld ren  in  Gaza17.? 

N oth ing cou ld  be f ur ther  f r om  the tr u th .

13

14 https://www.groundup.org.za/article/israeli-ambassadors-compare-israel-south-africa/

15 https://www.theguardian.com/law/2021/mar/03/icc-open-formal-investigation-war-crimes-palestine
16 https://www.nrc.no/news/2018/april/gaza-the-worlds-largest-open-air-prison/
17 https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/ga12325.doc.html

https://www.groundup.org.za/article/israeli-ambassadors-compare-israel-south-africa/
https://www.theguardian.com/law/2021/mar/03/icc-open-formal-investigation-war-crimes-palestine
https://www.nrc.no/news/2018/april/gaza-the-worlds-largest-open-air-prison/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/ga12325.doc.html
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T he w inds of  change blow ing across the wor ld  are becom ing 

stronger. As a resu l t  of  the stead i ly  swel l ing global  publ ic 

op in ion  against  r acial  hatred  and hum an  r igh ts abuse, 

par t i cu lar ly  af ter  the cal lous m urder  of  Geor ge Floyd by a 

wh i te pol i ce of f i cer  in  Am er ica, peop le around the wor ld  have 

becom e m ore angr y and m ore resolu te against  r acial  

p rejud ice. T he #BlackL ivesM atter  m ovem en t has gained 

m om en tum  and is now ener gising gener at ions of  peop le f r om  

al l  colour s, even  in  the hear t lands of  wester n  coun tr ies and 

for m er  colon ial  power s. T here is a groundswel l  of  act iv ism  

wh ich  is shap ing r ace relat ions in  the US and across the wor ld . 

Act iv ists are gain ing m ore cour age in  ?cal l ing a spade a spade? 

and declar ing I sr ael  to be an  apar theid  state, as was seen  in  the 

International 
opinions are 
solidifying for 
Palestinian justice



global  r esistance against  the South  Af r ican  regim e for  th ree 

decades beginn ing in  the 1960 s.

T he w inds of  change blow ing across the wor ld  are becom ing 

stronger

For  decades, I sr ael  en joyed not on ly  m i l i tar y  suprem acy over  

Palest ine and i ts Ar ab neighbour s, but  also had the upper  hand 

in  percep t ion  and d ip lom acy by cyn ical ly  dep ict ing i ts v ict im s 

as the v i l lains. T h ings are beginn ing to change. T here is now 

global  d isqu iet  and revu lsion  at  the way in  wh ich  the I sr ael i  

m i l i tar y  pounded Gaza again  in  M ay 20 21, lead ing to a 

hum an i tar ian  catastrophe. Sym pathy for  the Palest in ian  p l igh t  

and anger  d i rected  at  I sr ael i  oppression  has r i sen .

T he voices of  publ ic f igures are now being heard  in  the US 

Congress and Br i t i sh  Par l iam en t. Br i t i sh  M P L ay la M or an , of  

Palest in ian  descen t, m ade an  im passioned appeal  for  Br i tain  

to p lay i ts strongest role and recogn ise the state of  Palest ine18. 

15

18 https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/palestine-israel-violence-gaza-hamas-b1847656.html

https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/palestine-israel-violence-gaza-hamas-b1847656.html
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I n  Br i tain , the US and m any coun tr ies across the wor ld  there 

have been  num erous publ ic m arches and p rotests. L ondon  

alone saw alm ost 20 0 ,0 0 0  peop le m arch ing th rough  cen tr al  

L ondon  in  sol idar i ty  w i th  the Palest in ians19.

T he Ar ab populat ion  has so f ar  watched w i th  im potence at  the 

con t inuous and f lagr an t I sr ael i  v iolat ion  of  in ter nat ional  law 

and the abject  f ai lu re of  thei r  own  r u ler s to p rotect  the 

Palest in ian  peop le f r om  suf fer ing and hum i l iat ion . I sr ael  has 

outm aneuvered the Ar ab wor ld  t im e and t im e again , m ost 

recen t ly  th rough  the Abr aham  Accords. H owever, to the 

over whelm ing Ar ab populat ion , th is agreem en t f r om  som e of  

the m ost cor r up t and inep t regim es is no m ore than  a cast le in  

the sand. T he v iolen t stor m ing of  I slam ?s th i r d  hol iest  m osque 

in  the holy  m on th  of  Ram adan  and the forced ev ict ions of  

f am i l ies f r om  the Sheikh  Jar r ah  neighbour hood, wh ich  was 

deem ed a ?v iolat ion  of  in ter nat ional  law? by the UN 20 , becam e 

a t inder  box in  the Ar ab wor ld  and beyond.

W i th  the wor ld  becom ing increasingly  in terconnected, the 

global  outpour  of  sym pathy for  the Palest in ians has been  

am pl i f ied  th rough  both  social  and m ainstream  m edia. Russia 

and Ch ina are also becom ing m ore asser t ive in  p lay ing m ajor  

roles in  the region . Both  coun tr ies have of  cour se thei r  own  

agenda to chal lenge Am er ica in  the UN , but they seem  to be 

19 https://metro.co.uk/2021/05/22/palestine-protest-almost-200000-people-march-through-central-london-14628158/
20 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/2/un-forced-expulsion-of-palestinians-from-sh-jarrah-violation

https://metro.co.uk/2021/05/22/palestine-protest-almost-200000-people-march-through-central-london-14628158/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/2/un-forced-expulsion-of-palestinians-from-sh-jarrah-violation


pur su ing a m ore neutr al  stance on  th is con f l i ct21. Am er ica?s 

m i l i tar y  in ter ven t ion  and fai lu re in  br inging peace in  

Afghan istan , I r aq and L ibya has on ly  created m ore cr ises and 

per petual  instabi l i ty. W i th  the in ter ven t ion ist  US- led  global  

order  p rov ing to be f al l ib le and gener at ing ever  m ore anger, 

new regional  and global  p layer s are on  the r i se.

Even  wester n  at t i tudes to the M idd le East m ay be sh i f t ing 

towards a just  and long-  ter m  solu t ion  for  Palest ine and 

I sr ael22. Foresigh tf u l  and cour ageous Jew ish  ind iv iduals across 

academ ia and m edia, who have long been  r aising thei r  voice 

for  just ice but of ten  been  m ar ginal ised or  ostr acised by the 

u l t r a- r igh t  I sr ael is and p ro- I sr ael  lobbies, are gather ing and 

becom ing m ore vocal . Som e are ar gu ing that i f  I sr ael  do not 

do the r igh t  th ing and end the con f l i ct , i t  even tual ly  w i l l  be 

br anded a par iah  state.

Even  wester n  at t i tudes to the M idd le East m ay be sh i f t ing 

towards a just  and long-  ter m  solu t ion  for  Palest ine and I sr ael

21 https://thediplomat.com/2021/05/what-are-china-and-russia-saying-about-the-israel-palestine-conflict/
22 https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/may/21/israel-opinion-western-attitudes-middle-east 
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23 https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/may/24/joe-biden-israel-palestine-letter-democratic-staffers

T h ings also appear  to be changing in  the US i tsel f , poten t ial ly  

weak ing the power  house of  the I sr ael i  

m i l i tar y -pol i t i cal -econom ic appar atus. T here is now a grow ing 

voice w i th in  the D em ocr at ic Par ty  who refuse to suppor t  the 

I sr ael i  oppression  against  Palest in ians. For  the f i r st  t im e, over  

50 0  D em ocr at ic par ty  staf fer s penned an  open  let ter  to 

Presiden t Biden  cal l ing for  m ore to be done to p rotect  

Palest in ians and hold  I sr ael  accoun table for  i ts act ions23. T hei r  

words cou ld  not be clearer : ?W e rem ain  hor r i f ied  by the 

im ages of  Palest in ian  civ i l ians in  Gaza k i l led  or  m ade 

hom eless by I sr ael i  ai r str i kes. W e are outr aged by I sr ael?s 

ef for ts to for cibly  and i l legal ly  expel  Palest in ians in  Sheikh  

Jar r ah . W e are shocked by I sr ael?s destr uct ion  of  a bu i ld ing 

housing in ter nat ional  news or gan izat ions?  W h i le I sr ael is had 

to spend n igh ts h id ing in  bom b shel ter s, Palest in ians in  the 

Gaza Str ip  had nowhere to h ide. I t  i s cr i t i cal  to acknowledge 

th is power  im balance.?

Shifting sands in 
Israel and America

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/may/24/joe-biden-israel-palestine-letter-democratic-staffers
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/may/24/joe-biden-israel-palestine-letter-democratic-staffers


A num ber  of  D em ocr at ic m em ber s of  the H ouse of  

Represen tat ives spoke out against  Am er ica?s m i l i tar y  suppor t  

for  I sr ael  and cal led  for  the p rotect ion  of  Palest in ians? r igh ts. 

I n  an  em ot ional  speech  on  the H ouse f loor , Rash ida T laib, of  

Palest in ian  descen t, cr i t i cised Presiden t Joe Biden  and other  

top  of f i cials for  of fer ing statem en ts that  she said  d id  not 

acknowledge ?Palest in ian  hum an i ty 24?. W h i le th is p lea is 

un l i kely  to resu l t  in  any im m ediate change on  the ground and 

m ay look insign i f i can t in  the w ider  p icture vis a vis I sr ael-US 

relat ions, i t  cannot be ignored for  long and w i l l  on ly  am pl i f y. 

Som e obser ver s see th is as a 'tecton ic' m ove w i th  ?younger  

gener at ions consider ably  m ore sym pathet ic to the 

Palest in ians25?.

Given  the gr adual  sh i f t  and rebalancing of  global  power  and 

the rek ind l ing passion  for  establ ish ing the values of  equal i ty  

and just ice, the big quest ion  is how long w i l l  Am er ica consider  

I sr ael  as i ts str ategic asset?

W h i lst  I sr ael  m ay be ar m ed to the teeth  and appear  inv incible, 

especial ly  under  the Am er ican  m i l i tar y -pol i t i cal -econom ic 

um brel la, the global  power  dynam ics have changed since the 

days of  post-9/ 11 un i later al  Am er ican  hubr is. T here is 

increased resistance and chal lenge to Am er ica on  m any f ron ts. 

A new global  civ i l  al l iance is being for ged against  the 

I sr ael-Am er ica duopoly. M any conscien t ious and far sigh ted 

24 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/14/progressive-us-congress-members-speak-up-to-back-palestinians
25 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-57161929.amp
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i nd iv iduals and groups now clear ly  see I sr ael  on  the wrong 

side of  h istor y  and hum an i ty.

I sr ael  m ay feel  invu lner able thanks to the strength  of  i ts 

in tel l igence agencies, pol i ce, m i l i tar y  for ces and other  ar m s of  

oppression , but i t  i s weak on  m or al  and law fu l  grounds. 

Palest in ian  suf fer ing m ay feel  unbear able, and m ost peop le 

would  str uggle to endure the suf fer ing, but thei r  r esi l ience and 

resistance have p roved to be ep ic and a source of  p r ide for  

other  oppressed groups across the wor ld . T he Palest in ian  w i l l  

to sur v ive and not lose f ai th  has ener gised m any com m un i t ies, 

M usl im  or  non -M usl im .

T he Palest in ian  w i l l  to sur v ive and not lose f ai th  has ener gised 

m any com m un i t ies, M usl im  or  non -M usl im



N o coun tr y  on  ear th  is inv incible or  en joys per m anen t power. 

A coun tr y  w i th  a record  of  d isregard ing the in ter nat ional  r u le 

of  law cannot be sustained in  the long r un . Given  the sh i f t  in  

pol i t i cal  r eal i ty  on  the ground, one seasoned pol i t i cal  obser ver  

iden t i f ied  a num ber  of  f au l t  l ines that have em er ged in  

I sr ael26: i t  i s stead i ly  losing m i l i tar y  super ior i ty ; i ts in ter nal  

d isun i ty  and instabi l i ty  i s being exposed; the 

US- I sr ael i -Em i r at i  p lan  to take con trol  of  the PA leader sh ip  

has f ai led .

I sr ael  has also been  gr app l ing w i th  a dem ogr aph ic 

p red icam en t, w i th  m any peop le leav ing the coun tr y  because 

of  f actor s such  as the h igh  cost of  l i v ing coup led  w i th  low 

salar ies, incom e inequal i ty, pol i t i cal  uncer tain ty  and grow ing 

social  tu r m oi l27. Som e young I sr ael is genuinely  feel  that  

there's sim p ly  no f u ture in  I sr ael . W h i le m any young 

Palest in ians w i l l  feel  sim i lar  or  wor se f r ustr at ion , the signs of  

I sr ael?s in ter nal  weaknesses are gr adual ly  becom ing m ore 

apparen t .

26 https://asiatimes.com/2021/05/israel-palestine-conflict-at-crucial-inflection-point/
27 
https://www.newsweek.com/2018/05/18/israel-brain-drain-technology-startup-nation-religion-palestinians-economy-919477.html

21

https://asiatimes.com/2021/05/israel-palestine-conflict-at-crucial-inflection-point/
https://www.newsweek.com/2018/05/18/israel-brain-drain-technology-startup-nation-religion-palestinians-economy-919477.html


22

T he w inds of  change in  the wor ld , w i th  m or al  suppor t  for  the 

Palest in ian  cause and H am as? stronger  posi t ion  in  the 

Palest ine l iber at ion  m ovem en t, seem  to be conver ging 

towards a com prehensive approach  to deal  w i th  I sr ael . To the 

global  m ajor i ty  wh ich  is becom ing m ore im pat ien t  w i th  the 

status quo, i t  i s n igh  t im e I sr ael  jo ins the negot iat ing table w i th  

the Palest in ians. T he th reshold  has not reached yet, but  there 

is a need for  asser t ive roles of  in f luen t ial  actor s in  the f ield  ?  

the hum an  r igh ts bod ies, civ i l  society  groups and m ore 

coun tr ies across the wor ld  to coord inate thei r  wor ks so that 

I sr ael  feels the necessi ty  to star t  genuine d ialogue w i th  

Palest in ians on  an  equal  basis. T h is should  be done under  the 

ausp ices of  the UN  and what i t  was exact ly  created for : using 

i ts m or al , legal  and pol i t i cal  author i ty  to f ind  a just , hum an  

and long- ter m  solu t ion .

Forging alliances to 
build justice



a) The need for a joined-up approach

T here is a wel l - known  say ing: ?L i t t le d rops m ake the m igh ty 

ocean?. Al though  i t  i s easy to feel  hopeless about the si tuat ion , 

change does not com e qu ick ly  and th rough  d isjoin ted  act ions. 

I n  m ost coun tr ies today there ex ists m ul t i tudes of  

non -gover nm en tal  groups and inst i tu t ions ?  cu l tur al  groups, 

rel igious bod ies, econom ic inst i tu t ions, spor ts clubs, t r ade 

un ions, studen t associat ions, pol i t i cal  lobby ing groups, hum an  

r igh ts or gan isat ions, l i ter ar y societ ies and other s. Proper ly  

or gan ised and led  by peop le of  v ision  and per sisten t act iv ism , 

they can  p rov ide an  inst i tu t ional  foundat ion  that can  exer t  

lever s of  in f luence w i th  f ar  reach ing im pact.

W i th  str ategic p lann ing and creat ive act iv ism , they can  

becom e both  a force for  good in  thei r  own  society  and am pl i f y  

a coord inated voice against  per secut ion , oppression  and 

in just ice abroad. I n  our  m or al ly  broken  wor ld  today, these 

groups have an  obl igat ion  to jo in  up  and cooper ate to put 

p ressure on  thei r  gover nm en ts to pur sue an  eth ical  foreign  

pol icy in  the M idd le East and across the wor ld . I f  ci t i zens of  

m ajor  wester n  coun tr ies r aised a concer ted  voice in  tandem  

w i th  other s, the m om en tum  created cannot be easi ly  ignored.

23
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b) People of faith have an obligation to 

pursue justice

Jews, Ch r ist ians and M usl im s par t i cu lar ly, have a m or al  and 

rel igious obl igat ion  to wor k for  a just  and peacefu l  solu t ion  in  

h istor ic Palest ine. T he con f l i ct  i s as old  as the for m at ion  of  the 

UN  i tsel f . I t  now fal ls on  global  ci t i zens to dr ive for ward  thei r  

gover nm en ts to em power  the UN  to f ind  a solu t ion , before a 

f u l l - b lown  con f lagr at ion  engul f s the M idd le East.

I n  I sr ael  and m any wester n  coun tr ies, m any p rogressive and 

foresigh tf u l  Jew ish  ind iv iduals and groups have been  

expressing thei r  voice for  a hum ane and just  solu t ion  and thei r  

num ber s and voices are grow ing. W i l l  the u l t r a- r igh t  Jews in  

I sr ael  and thei r  fer ven t suppor ter s f r om  am ongst Ch r ist ian  

Z ion ists in  the US com e to real i se that  subjugat ing or  

uproot ing the ind igenous Palest in ians by br u te m i l i tar y  for ce 

w i l l  never  wor k?

M usl im  and other  f ai th  and non - fai th  com m un i t ies have a 

rel igious, m or al  or  eth ical  r esponsibi l i ty  to stand against  the 

in just ice car r ied  out by the r u l ing class of  I sr ael . Together , in  

th is in for m al  broad al l iance, there needs to be better  or gan ised 

and coord inated ef for ts to w in  the hear ts and m inds of  

ord inar y bystander s to br ing about just ice. T here should  also 



be str i ct  m easures and clam pdowns to m ar ginal ise hotheads 

and agen t p rovocateur s whose m ain  aim  is to tar get Jew ish  

peop le as a whole or  tar n ish  the p ro-Palest ine cam p.

c) The media as a vehicle for justice

Por tr ay ing v ict im s of  oppression  as the v i l lains is noth ing new 

in  h istor y, but  th is has becom e an  ar t  by f ar - r igh t  ideologues 

in  the m oder n  er a. W hen  v ict im s are con t inuously  dep icted  as 

bigots, extrem ists or  ter ror ists and when  they do not have the 

abi l i ty  or  sk i l l  to coun ter , the nar r at ive of ten  st i cks. Suppor ter s 

of  just ice can  also f ace sim i lar  dep ict ions i f  they are not wel l  

p repared. T he fam ous civ i l  r igh ts act iv ist , M alcolm  X , once 

said  ?the m edia's the m ost power fu l  en t i ty  on  ear th . T hey have 

the power  to m ake the innocen t gu i l ty  and to m ake the gu i l ty  

innocen t, and that 's power. Because they con trol  the m inds of  

the m asses.?

Por tr ay ing v ict im s of  oppression  as the v i l lains is noth ing new 

in  h istor y, but  th is has becom e an  ar t  by f ar - r igh t  ideologues 

in  the m oder n  er a
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T hrough  the pejor at ive repor t ing about Palest in ians in  

ed i tor ials, news repor ts, com m en ts and op in ion  p ieces, the 

power fu l  r igh tw ing m edia por tr ays I sr ael  as a v ict im , of fer ing 

the just i f i cat ion  that I sr ael  has the r igh t  of  ?sel f -defense? 

against  ?Palest in ian  ter ror ?. T he UK m edia?s skewed and 

p roblem at ic cover age of  the even ts in  M ay 20 21 con f l i ct  and 

the m assive I sr ael i  r etal iat ion  against  Gazan  peop le has been  

wel l  r esearched and docum en ted in  a repor t  by M CB?s Cen tre 

for  M ed ia M on i tor ing (Cf M M )28. For tunately, th is nar r at ive is 

gr adual ly  being debunked and m any in  the developed wor ld  

are no longer  f al l ing for  the an t i -Palest ine r hetor ic anym ore. 

Palest in ian  on l ine cam paigns have also becom e stronger  in  

chal lenging inaccur ate in for m at ion  and d istor ted  f acts by 

shar ing thei r  f i r st-hand real i ty  of  suf fer ing th rough  photos, 

v ideos and w i tness statem en ts on  the ground. Pro-Palest in ian  

voices are now better  able to coun ter  p ro- I sr ael  p ropaganda 

par t i cu lar ly  th rough  social  m ed ia.

T he m aster y of  m ed ia and com m un icat ions is v i tal  to creat ing 

and sustain ing publ ic op in ion  towards wor thy causes of  just ice 

and hum an  r igh ts. H um an i tar ians and other  r igh ts 

m ovem en ts should  thus invest in  m ed ia resources to im prove 

thei r  capabi l i t ies and ensure that the m essage of  just ice does 

not get lost .

28 https://cfmm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MediaReportingOnPalestine-Report-and-Toolkit-Final.pdf

https://cfmm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MediaReportingOnPalestine-Report-and-Toolkit-Final.pdf


d) Effectively using BDS to dismantle 

apartheid

T he Boycott , D ivestm en t &  Sanct ions (BD S) m ovem en t 

against  I sr ael29 to end in ter nat ional  suppor t  for  I sr ael 's 

oppression  of  Palest in ians and p ressure the coun tr y  to com ply 

w i th  in ter nat ional  law has so f ar  m ade l im i ted  p rogress. 

H owever, w i th  lead ing hum an  r igh ts bod ies inside and outside 

I sr ael  as wel l  as p rom inen t ind iv iduals now cal l ing I sr ael  an  

apar theid  state, the m ovem en t has the poten t ial  to gain  new 

im petus. Suppor t  for  Palest in ian  r igh ts i s now com ing f rom  

the gener al  publ ic as wel l  as f r om  celebr i t ies and cu l tur al  i cons 

of  the wor ld .

L essons can  be lear ned f rom  the exper ience of  the f i r st  

successfu l  global  act ion  taken  against  the South  Af r ican  

apar theid  regim e. BD S was em ployed ef fect ively  and helped 

to br ing a peacefu l  pol i t i cal  r esolu t ion . Unsur pr isingly, I sr ael  

and i ts al l ies, includ ing the UK gover nm en t, are f i r m ly  

opposed to the BD S m ovem en t against  I sr ael . I n  response to a 

pet i t ion  request ing sanct ions against  I sr ael  and signed by 

near ly  40 0 ,0 0 0  Br i t i sh  ci t i zens, the UK gover nm en t 

responded by say ing ?W h i le we do not hesi tate to express 

d isagreem en t w i th  I sr ael  whenever  we feel  i t  necessar y, we are 

f i r m ly  opposed to boycotts or  sanct ions30 .? T hese em pty 
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https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/aug/14/bds-boycott-divestment-sanctions-movement-transformed-israeli-palestinian-debate
30 https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/585314?reveal_response=yes
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words have nei ther  changed the UK?s pol icy toward  I sr ael  nor  

has brough t an  iota of  change in  I sr ael?s deal ings w i th  the 

Palest in ians.

I f  ord inar y ci t i zens, civ i l  society  act iv ists, hum an  r igh ts 

suppor ter s and peace cam paigner s -  in  thei r  m i l l ions ?  can  

p roact ively  and peacefu l ly  wor k to pol i t i cal ly  i solate I sr ael , 

then  gover nm en ts and the react ionar y m ed ia w i l l  not  be able 

to w i thstand the im m ense publ ic p ressure. W i th  p roper  

p lann ing and coord inat ion , peop le power  w i l l  be the u l t im ate 

w inner  in  br inging just ice.

Suppor t  for  Palest in ian  r igh ts i s now com ing f rom  the gener al  

publ ic as wel l  as f r om  celebr i t ies and cu l tur al  i cons of  the 

wor ld



 

29

Conclusion
O ur  wor ld  i s not per fect , but  exp loi tat ion , in just ice and 

oppression  are always seen  as ev i ls in  hum an  h istor y  and 

unaccepted by al l  r el igions and cu l tures, par t i cu lar ly  in  al l  

th ree Abr aham ic f ai ths. I n  I slam , the words of  God in  the 

Q ur an  and the m essages of  Prophet M uham m ad (peace and 

blessings be upon  h im ) m ake th is absolu tely  clear : ?God 

com m ands just ice and fai r  deal ing ? ?(Quran, 16:90)

Prophet M uham m ad (peace and blessing be upon  h im ) said , 

?Al lah  Alm igh ty said : O  M y ser van ts, I  have for bidden  

in just ice for  M ysel f  and I  have for bidden  i t  am ong you, so do 

not oppress one another . ? ?(H ad i th  Q udsi , Sah ih  M usl im )

O ur  wor ld  i s not per fect , but  exp loi tat ion , in just ice and 

oppression  are always seen  as ev i ls in  hum an  h istor y  and 

unaccepted by al l  r el igions and cu l tures, par t i cu lar ly  in  al l  

th ree Abr aham ic f ai ths



As stewards of  God on  ear th , hum an  beings m ust be f ai r  and 

just  w i th  them selves, w i th  other s and w i th  our  p lanet. T hose 

who hold  author i ty  over  other s are duty -bound to wor k and 

stand f i r m  against  in just ice, i r r espect ive of  who the 

per petr ator s are. T h is task to keep our  wor ld  safe, just  and 

peacefu l  f al ls to al l  of  us.
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